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Tux, ſuſpicion,” envy and its natural con- 
comitant perfecution, have long fi ſince ſo 


deeply obſcured both the origin and intention of 
our noble Science, that the very name of a Ma- 
ſon ſeems to be generally miſapplied, and but 
little underſtood (except by ſome few) amongſt 
the craft themſelves; for which reaſon, before 


we preſent you with the annexed abſtract of laws, 
it 


8 
it would not be improper to lay open our thoughts 


concerning Maſonry in general; but as it is our 
intention, at ſome future period, to treat the 
ſubject as amply as the nature of our obligations 
will permit, we ſhall only at preſent give you a 
few particulars, which, as they may ſerve for a 
foundation to your maſonic ſtudies, and alſo en- 
able you to ſilence the cavils, and repel the irony 
of aur common oppoſers (the vulgar, vicious 
and illiterate) ought always to be retained in the 
memory of a Royal Arch Maſon, viz. 


Maſonry dates its chronology from the crea- 
tion, and by Us of this exalted degree, is ſtiled 
the Grand and Univerſal Science, which includes 
all others; but as having more immediate refer- 
ence to thoſe branches which teach us the know- 
ledge of ouſelves and our duties, whether civil, 
political, moral or religious. 


It is to be conſidered as divided into two 
parts, the operative and ſpeculative; and theſe 
are again ſub- divided, the operative (that is Craft 
Maſonry) into three diſtin& branches, the ma- 
nua), the inſtrumental, and the ſcientific : The 
manual conſiſts of ſuch parts of buſineſs as are 
performed by the hand labour alone, or by the 
help of ſome ſimple inſtruments, the uſes 
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whereof are not to be learnt by any problems or 
rules of art, but by labour and practice only; 
and this is more peculiarly applicable to our 
brethren of the firſt degree, called Entered Ap- 
prentices. | 


The inſtrumental confiſts in the uſe and ap- 
plication of various tools and implements, ſuch 
as the common gage, the ſquare, the plumb- 
line, the level, and others that may be called 
mathematical; invented to find the fize or mag- 
nitude of the ſeveral parts or materials whereof 
our buildings, &c. are compoſed ; to prove 
when they are wrought into due form and pro- 
portion, and when ſo wrought, to fix them in 
their proper places and poſitions ; and likewiſe 
to take the dimenſions of all bodies whether 
plain or ſolid, and to adjuſt and ſettle the pro- 
portions of ſpace or extent: To this part alſo 
belongs the uſe of various other inſtruments or 
machines; ſuch as the lever, the wheel and 


axle, the wedge, the ſcrew, the pulley, &c. 


which may be called mechanic ; being uſed to 
forward and expedite our buſineſs, to alleviate 
our toils, and enable us to perform that by a ſin- 
gle hand, which could not be done without 
many, and in ſome cafes not at all; and thoſe 

more 
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more properly belong our brethren of the ſecond 
degree, ſtiled Fellow: Crafts. 


- ſcentifie' conſiſts of the knowledge of ſe- 

veral of the arts and ſciences, ſo far, as to ena- 
ble us to diſcern the reaſon for the operations of 
thoſe before mentioned inſtruments, tools and 
machines, &c. and to calculate the force. and 
momentum of the different mechanic powers; 
as alſo to clear up and arrange our ideas in ſuch 
manner, as to be able to delineate them fo clearly 
on our tracing board, that, by the help of a 
proper ſcale, our brethren of the ſecond degree 
may take them off and complete our deſign, and, 


if intended for that purpoſe, erect a ſtructure, 


which when finiſhed, ſhall contain the greateſt 
poſſible degree of ſtrength, elegance and con- 
venience, that the quantity of materials and 
ipace allowed will admit of ; and this is the part 
of, or applicable to our brethren of the higheſt 
degree of the craft of MasTER MASONSͤH: To 
each of theſe degrees belongs certain ſigns, tok- 
ens and watch-words, well known amongſt the 
brethren, and alſo a variety of inſtructive max- 
ims and apothegms; the former, intended to 
detect impoſtures and exclude the unworthy from 
their lodges ; and the latter to ſtrengthen the 
memory, to correct the judgement, and habitu- 

ate 
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ate the mind, by a due courſe of reafoning, to 
trace up cauſes from effects, and thereby explode 
the dogmata of every falſe hypotheſis; and thus 
(to uſe our own metaphoric ſtile) we are handed 
on from infancy to childhood, from childhood 
to youth, and from youth to manhood ; and by 
the inſtructions received in paſſing through the 
ſeveral probationary degrees of the craft, are pre- 
pared for our own moſt ſublime one, of which 
we are next to ſpeak, namely, Speculative Ma- 
ſonry, or the Royal Arch; intended for the 
cultivation of every Art and-Science that the hu- 
man mind, in this ſublunary ſtate, is capable 
of; but which We in a more peculiar manner 
apply to thoſe branches ſo juſtly recommended 
by our incomparable motto, Toi oeeuroy ; but in 
this, as well as the former probationary degrees, 
we are bound by the ſame rigid laws, we can 
only ſay, that ſpeculative Maſonry, or the Royal 
Arch, is ſubdivided into as many diſtin branches 
as there are atts and ſciences, and the parts as 
various as there are ſubjects for inveſtigation ; 
and that We alſo uſe certain ſigns, tokens and 
words ; but it muſt be obſerved, that when We 
uſe that expreſſion and ſay THE wor, it is not 
to be underſtood as a watch-word only, after 
the manner of thoſe annexed to the ſeveral de- 
grees of the Craft, but alſo theologically, as a 


Cert z 


CORY 


term, thereby to convey to the mind ſome idea 
of that great BEING who is the ſole author of 
our exiſtence, and to carry along with it the moſt 
ſolemn veneration for his ſacred name and word, 
as well as the moſt clear and perfect elucidation 
of his power and attributes, that the human 
mind is capable of receiving : And that this is 
the light in which the Name and Word hath 
always been conſidered from the remoteſt ages, 
not only amongſt us Chriſtians and the Jews, 
but alſo in the gentile or heathen world, may be 
clearly underſtood from numberleſs writers; but 
to mention only two, Cicero * tells us, that 
they did not dare to mention the names of their 
gods; and Lucan + fays, that but to name the 
Name would ſhake the earth : Amongſt the 
Jews, we all know, with what a juſt and awful 
veneration they look upon it, which many of 
them carry ſo far as to believe, that but to 
pronounce the word, would be ſufficient to 
work wonders and remove mountains. 


Joſephus 4 tells us, that the name was never 
known till the time that God told it to Moſes in 


De Nat. deor. lib. iii. 


+ Lib. vi. ver. 744, 745. 
7 Ant. Judaic, Hb. ii. c. 12. 
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che wilderneſs, and that he himſelf did not dare 
to mention it, for that it was ＋ forbid to be 
uſed, except once in the year, by the High 
Prieſt alone, when he appeared before the 
mercy- ſeat on the day of expiation only. He 
further adds, that it was loſt through the wick- 
edneſs of man; and, hence has aroſe a diffe- 
rence of opinions, ſome Þ ſuppoſing the word 
itſelf loſt; others & the import or meaning only, 
and || many the manner of its delivery, and 
from hence contend, that Moſes did not aſk 
the Almighty for his name to carry to his bre- 
thren, but for the true delivery or pronunciation 
only, How far that might be the caſe, is to 
us uncertain, but it is as certain, that the true 
mode of delivery cannot now be proved from 
any written record; firſt, becauſe it is capable 
of ſo many variations from the manner of an- 
nexing the Maſoratic points; which points 
were not extaut in the days of Moſes ; and 
ſecondly, becauſe the language now in uſe 
amongſt the Jews is ſo corrupt and altered, from 
that in which he wrote, that none of them, 


} Exod. xxx. ver. 10, Heb. ix. ver. 6, 7. 
I Abenezra, Oleaſter et. alia. 

Rupert Lyra, Cajetan et alia. 

Oleaſt. gloſs. Berruyer et alia. 
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except ſome few of their learned, underſtand 


any thing of it; ſor which reaſon the Jews call | n 
it“ dn pw Shem hamphoreſh, the unut. on 
the 


terable name. Hence is our learned brother 
Pythagoras his Terpaypupparor, or quaternion, 


Philo, the learned Jew, tells us not only 
that the word was loſt, but alſo the time when, 
and the reaſon why : But to make an end of 
thote unprofitable diſputes among the learned, 
be it remembered, that they all concur with U; 
in others much more eſſential ; firſt, that the 

| name or word is expreſſive of SELF-EXISTANCE 
. AND ETERNITY | And ſecondly, that it can be 
applicable only to that GREAT BEING, who 
Was, 1s, and WILL BH: It is alſo generally 
allowed, that in its full ſenſe and meaning, it 
muſt be incomprehenſible by a human capacity! 
| Nevertheleſs, we hope, ſo far as it hath yet 
| pleaſed the Omnipotent to reveal it, it is reſerved 
for the honour of this Society to ſhew forth to 
the World its Glory, Power, and Import, ins 
much more perfect, clear, and ample manner, 
than is now generally done; but as the nature 
of our obligations will not permit us to ſay mere 


the Gr 


* See Buxtorf et alia. 
+ Da vita Mos. 
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on thoſe heads literally, we can only add, may 
you and all who profeſs themſelves ſtudents in 
the great ſcience of Maſonry, be ſo guided by 
its precepts, and guarded by its maxims, as 
never to deviate from the paths of honour and 
virtue; but become ſhining examples of all 
that is great and good; and may thoſe great 
and good examples become ſo numerous and 
prevalent, as to bring the whole human race 
into one flock, under the great ſhepherd of 
ſouls; ſo that Unity, Peace, and Concord, may 
dwell amongſt us in our preſent ſtate, and pre- 


pare us for thoſe awful myſtic ſcenes of futu- 
rity, whereof, with our human faculties, we 


can form no idea; but wherein we may reſt 
aſſured, there is ample ſtore for the higheſt gra- 
tiication of our pure atherial part, the ſpirit; 
which, here, can meet with nothing ſtable, no- 
thing permanent, to fix itſelf upon, 


Beloved Companions, Adieu. 


N. B. Any known Companion may be ſupplied with a 
copy of theſe minutes and abſtract of laws, by applying to 
the Grand Chapter, 
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GRAND AND ROYAL CHAPTER 


O F 


„%% LEM: 


To all the Companions of that exalted and 
ſupreme degree of Maſonry, ſtiled THE 


ROYAL ARCH; HzarTHn, PEACE, and 


GooD-WILL. 


HEREAS by Charter of compact, our 
Grand and Royal Chapter of Jeruſalem 
is CONSTITUTED the Grand Lodge of this 
ſupreme degree, with full power, when in 
hapter aſſembled, to iſſue, publiſh, and make 
nown, to all our loving Companions, what- 


ent with its general laws ; and alſo to conſtitute 
ind appoint any Officer or Officers, and to 
ake and ordain ſuch laws or regulations, as 


rom time to time may appear neceſſary to pro- 
mote 


Ever may contribute to their more eaſy acqui- 
tion of true Maſonic knowledge, not inconſiſ- 


Preamble,- 


* * 


41 
mote the honor of Maſonry in general, and the 
more perfect government of our own ſupreme 
degree in particular: We therefore, the Most 
EXCELLENT and EXCELLENT GRAND OFFICErs 
and Companions, for that purpoſe, in full Chap. 
ter aſſembled, do make known: 


22 I. That according. to ancient cuſtom, a com- 
a ap- 


ter, and sf plete Chapter of this ſupreme degree of Ma. 
nent parts, ſonry, conſiſts of the three PRINCIPALS z who, 
when i in, Chapter aſſembled, are to be conſidered 
conjundlly, as THE MASTER and each ſeverally 
as a MASTER; two Scribes, three Sojourners, 
and ſeventy-two others, as Council; and that 10 
regular Chapter of this exalted degree can con- 
ſiſt of more; but that any number may be ex- 
alted and received as Companions, though nd 
to hold the Staff of Office, or be. conſidered a; 
Counſellors when more than that number ar: 
preſent ; and if any other officers are neceſſary 
(unleſs menial) they ought to be appointed from 
the Paſt-maſters, not only to prevent too great 
an increaſe, but as from their knowledge of ou: 
aws and conſtitution, they will be better _- 


fed to execute them. 


Who to be II. That to this exalted degree, none are t 
admitted. 

be admitted but men of the beſt character and 
education; 


educ: 
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education; open, generous, liberal in ſentiment, 


d the and real Philanthropiſts ; who have paſſed 
oY through the three probationary degrees of Craft 
= Maſonry ; and have preſided as Maſters, and have 
Cha, been duly. propoſed and recommended by two 


or more Companions of the Chapter, ballotted 
for, and approved of ; the recommendation to 
com- be (unleſs on particular occaſions) at leaſt one 
f Ma. N Chapter previous to the ballot: Each brother 
who, Ito be not leſs than twenty-three years of age age, 
adered Hat the time of initiation, except the ſon of a 
verally WCompanion of the Chapter, or that he has been 

wo years of the Maſter's degree in the Craft ; 
ind then, under the above regulations, may be 
xalted at twenty-one ; but none to be admitted, 
f on the ballot there appears more than one 
egative. 
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III. That the three Principals, and all Paſt- gg... 
naſters are ſtiled, Mos EXCELLENT ; all other“ filed. 


Dffcers, EXCELLENT ; and the reſt Companions 
{ the Order, 


IV. That the Officers whilſt in the Chapter, nos ctoa- 
car their reſpective robes ; and the reſt of the a 
ompanions the inſignia of the order according 

their rank, except only, when more than 
venty-two are preſent, in which caſe the 
Juniors, 


» Arc te 
ter and 
cation; 
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juniors, are not permitted to bear the Staff of V. 


Office. but n. 
| himſe 
That the Robes for Z. be ſcarlet, faced with but fi 
purple, and trimmed with fable furr : laws 
abilitic 

For H. mazarine blue, faced with light 
blue, and trimmed with fable furr : VI. 
j | or thi 
: For J. light grey, faced with light blue, and Nreſſior 
[ trimmed with grey furr. nyeſte 
| but if 
; For Paſt-maſters, ſcarlet, faced with light per, 2 
| blue, and trimmed with fable furr. | der : 
For the Scribes, ſurplices and crimſon ſcarf*, 3 - 
; For the Sojourners, ſurplices. VII 
| Colour of All the Grand Officers to wear their jewels nd tl 
— es pendant from mazarine blue ribands, the other alt m 
j Companions bf the Grand Chapter and the Of- nd th 


{ ficers of every Chapter under our conſtitution Nallots 
| from crimſon, and all other Companions from {Wxaltec 
1 white ones; and that in the GRAND CHAPTER vn 
| all officers and twelve of the ſenior Companions, bet 

bear upon their Staves as Standards, the proper fi. 3 


Enſigns. 
| | V. That 


v. That all the Officers be elected annually ; Officers, 
but no nomination to be made, no one to declare: . 
himſelf a candidate; nor ſhould any be elected 
but ſuch as are properly acquainted with our 
laws and conſtitution, and from their merit and 


abilities, are likely to do honor to the Society. 


ff of 
with 


light Bj 
: VI. That the mode of election be by ballot, Mode of 


or the Office of Z. firſt, and the others in ſuc- —— 
and Nreſſion; and whoever has the moſt votes is to be 
nveſted and inducted into his office accordingly ; 
but if there are two or more of the higheſt num. 
er, Z. ſhall have a caſting vote, or he may 
order a new ballot betwixt the reſpective parties 
only, the ballot beginning with the juniors, 


nd ending with the PRINCIPAL, 


light 


rſs, 


VII. That as foon as any Chapter is opened Manner of 
-wels Ind the Companions ſeated, the minutes of the — . 
other Naſt meeting are to be read by one of the Scribes, 
Of- Ind then confirmed or rejected; after which, 
ution {Wallots are to be taken; and elected candidates 
from {Wxalted. 

TER 
lions, 
roper 


VIII. That in Chapter, every Companion, Rules of 


Deb 10. 


ho has any thing to propoſe, mult riſe and ad- 
reſs himſelf to the PRINCIPAL, nor in ſuch 
C addreſs, 


That 
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addreſs, is he on any account to be interrupted, 


but the perſon who means to reply muſt wait . 
till the laſt ſpeaker reſumes his ſeat. 8 
What IX. And whereas this our GRAND AND ROYAL Hhavi. 


Chapters | a 
or Compa- CHAPTPR is, by Charter, conſtituted the Grand Nof 1 


knowtedg- Lodge of the ſupreme degree of Maſonry, tiled, Bret! 
the ROYAL ARCH : Be it therefore known, tha ¶ into 
no Chapters within the Britiſh Dominions, will I bene 
be acknowledged by Us, unleſs they admit of We 
our ſupremacy, and conform to theſe ſtatutes ; MM Stan 
nor any received as Companions, except thoſ I give 
exalted in a Chapter conſtituted by Us; or in {MW ſum 
the dominions of ſome foreign Prince ; or initi- 


ated in or before A. L. 5790, A. D. 1766, 


Noe X. That the mode of application for- 
tor Charter. Charter, be by Petition, addreſſed to The Gran 
Lodge of Royal Arch Maſons, at Free Maſin 

Hall, London; figned by three Companions «if 

the order, ſpecifying the time when, and plac 

where to be held; with the names of the three 
intended Principals, and the title they wou 


chuſe to have their Chapter known by. 


X 
140 tobe XI. Although it is ordained by our Charte havi 
Confinuti- of Compact, that Ten Guineas ſhall be pail Sub, 
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for every Conſtitution, and Five Guineas for 
every Exaltation fee ; yet there exiſting in the 
Grand Chapter a power of diſpenſation, and it 
having been repreſented to us that the ſaid ſums 
of Ten and Five Guineas may reſtrain many 
Brethren of Merit and Character from entering 
into the Society ; which will countera& thoſe 
benevolent purpoſes intended by its inſtitution, 
We have reſolved, that for every Conſtitution, 
granted after the date hereof, until notice be 
given to the contrary, there ſhall be paid the 
ſum of Three Guineas ; and no Brother ſhall 


be exalted, in any Chapter conſtituted by us, 


for a leſs ſum than One Guinea. And it is 
required, that each Chapter ſhall ele& their 
Officers annually, according to the mode ob- 
ſerved in the Grand Chapter ; and immediately 
after ſuch Election, that an account be ſent to 


che Grand Chapter with their names and rank: 


and alſo a liſt of thoſe Brethren exalted the pre- 
ceding year; and therewith (if not remitted 


XII. The buſineſs of the Grand Chapter More Of- 


cers neceſ- 


having encreaſed by frequent applications from fry in the 


i G. and R. 
Subordinate Chapters, according to the uſage Chapter, 


and cuſtoms of this Exalted Degree, We there- = Che- 
| C 2 


ters. 
fore 


ted. 


&. 


dent 


ral and 


Treafuter, 


Correſpon- 
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fore the Moſt Excellent, and Excellent Grand 
Officers and Companions, do hereby make 
known, that we have conſtituted and appointed, 
beſides the Officers neceſſary for every regular 
Chapter, the following, appertaining to the 
Grand Chapter only, viz. Our Moſt Excellent 


Extra Offi-Companions and Paſt Maſters, SiX HERBERT 


cers appoin 


MackworRTn, BarT. PRESIDENT OF Tyr 
CouNCIL,—JAMEs GALLOWAY, JonN BRooks, 
James HEsLETINE, and JoHN ALLEN, Eq, 
TO HOLD THE GREAT SEAL OF OUR: ORDER 
IN COMMISSION, AND TO BE OUR INSPECToRs 
GENERAL, And we hereby declare, that all 


Certificates, Certificates granted by us, ſhall be ſealed and 


how ſigned, 


figned by the three M. E. G. Maſters, and the 
two Scribes for the time being; and alſo by one 
or more of the Inſpectors. 


XIII. We have alſo conſtituted and appointed 
Our Moſt Excellent Companions, James HEsrr- 
TINE, Es8Q, TO BE OUR CORRESPONDENT 
GENERAL; and FRANCIg ConsT, EsQ, TRrA- 

SURER : and for the better governance of the 
ſeveral Chapters ſituated and held at a dil- 
tance from the Metropolis, it is enacted, that 
SUPERINTENDANTS be appointed over the ſe- 
yeral 


Grand 
make 
inted, 
egular 
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BERT 
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dil- 

that 
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eſpective Chapters, ted 
pf theſe Statutes, or other matters relative to Chapter, 
his ſublime degree, which cannot be amicably ad- 
Y uſted amongſt the Companions thereof, the ſub- 
ect ſhall be fairly ſtated and laid before the 


21 1 

veral. Provindes in which Chapters ate held; 

each with powers, according to the tenor of 

their deputation : an appeal nevertheleſs al- 

ways reſerved to the Grand. Chapter... We do 
therefore conſtitute and appoint JaMes, GALLO-Superinten. 
war, EsQ. SUPERINTENDANT OVER THE Provinces 
CounTY or HanTs. TfoMAs DUNKERLY, 

EsQ. OVER THE CouNTIES of WiLTs, Devon, 
SOMERSET, and Ess-; JohN ALLEN, EsqQ_ 

oVER THE CouNTIEs of LANCASTER and 

Cuxs TER ; and RicyaRD GARLAND, EsqQ, 


OVER THE COUNTY OF YORK. 


XIV. That every Subordinate Chapter ſhall All Cha 2 


= choke own 
have power to make ſuch Bye-laws as to them mare ad 


ſhall ſeem meet for their own private govern- 


Iment ; provided they are not incompatible with 
the general Statutes eſtabliſhed by this Grand and 
Royal Chapter. 


XV. That if any doubt ſhould ariſe in the au ou 
etn 
concerning the conſtruction ted 3 in the 


Grand 
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Grand Chapter, whoſe determination ſhall | 
final, 


Done from our- ancient Code, and now re 
viſed in our Grad and Royal Chapter, thi 
10th Day of May, A. L. 5786, A.D. 1782 


Joux ALLEN, 
Joun Brooks, 
Francis Coxs r, 


